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Dear Friends of the Galapagos,

After the 33rd rneeting of the Darwin For¡ndation Cor¡nci1 in Quito I was
fortturate enough to again pay a short visit to the Galapagos National Park and
the Darwin Staiion on-Santá Cn¡2. I accompanied the Ecuadorian ninister of
Foreign Affairs, the Secretary of the S¡nithsonian Institution and other disti¡-
guished members of our Cot¡'rcj.1 on a five day tour of the Islands.

First of all 1et ne te11 you how deeply impressed I was again by the beauty
of the Galapageian environment which we are striving to protect: The rugged
beauty of Sanaa Fe--where we could obserye how the native plants recolonize an
island now free of goats; the fa¡tastically varied wildlife of Plaza, where for
ten years thousands-of visitors land an¡rual1y without doing danage because-our
push-for protection was successful; and the fragile colony of magnificent frigate
tirds on Seynour which had suffered damage from careless visitors but seens to be
recoveringrnorr¡ that protection rules are enforced and observed.

Drring our meeting and our trip another very important developrnent beca¡ne
obvious: ihe i¡terest-of the Ecuadórian public ánd gcrvernment jn the protection of
hdigenous Galapagos environrnents has i¡rcreased trernendously in these last years.

--This year the Ecr¡adorian goverilnent contributed nore to our budget than in
all previous years conbined.

--Television, radio stations and newspapers in Ecuador are broadcasting and
publÍshing a growing amortrrt of Galapagos nnterial produced in collaboration
with the Darwin Station.

--This year, again, a dozen Ecuadorian students are doing research on Galapagos
rmder'Darwin-Fouñdation grants bringing the total of Ecuadorian scholarship
holders si¡ce 1971 to 72. lvlany of their results have been published in
Ecuadorian periodicals .

All this is a result of increased conservation awareness which serves to strengthen
conservation practices in Ecuador.

ltle are involved in projects which will take nany years to decades:

--Although goats have been extermi¡rated on sone medir¡n-sized islands, for
those Íarler goat-irfested ones, we m¡st protect sanples of vegetation by
large fenced exclosures.

.-We urgently need nore applied research to solve problems of introduced
organisms,'e.g. how to cóntro1 cats or plants--and on endangered species
like lobster, black coral and the Flawaiian petrel .

--ll'e rnrst continue and intensify our educational and training programs
(courses for National Park r+ardens and conservation courses i¡ the
schools on Galapagos).

For these and other inportant projects the economic basis of our research
station must be secure. In order to finance all necessary activities we will
need $570,000 US, $516,000 of rr¡irich we hope to receive fron for¡ndations and
goverrurcnts. We must depend on you for the remainder; pLease help us to con-
tinue our work on Galapagos by contributiag what you can.

. Ygurs si4cerely,

P/4, l*a'u^á/*
President
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PS: Tax deductions for U.S. citizens are permitted only on gifts to non-profit
U.S. institutions. U.S. contributors should nake checks payable to the
Smithsonian Institution "for conseryation a¡d science in the Galapagos
Islands" and send them to the Secretary for the A¡nericas, Charles Darwin
For:ndation, c/o §nithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560.


