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The most imp-ortant Galapagos event in 1983 was unplanned andunforeseen. Ehe first 3 months of the ygar--normally j warmr, wet
season--lasted 3 months longer than usual and was exóeptiona1ly, waril'

.,and.rainy-. This extraordinary nEl Niñon phenomenon is the subjlct of a
1i:TP"r of. a¡:t.icles in rhe laresr issue of Noricias de GaL.apag-cis. Rain-
:farl. hras t,en times that of an avetage yearr-añálEEa-tem@ffi-s roseto 860r from the normaL TTot. The r.esuitant extreme drop of nutri.ent
concentrations in the sea hrater caused severe losses in al1 anÍ¡nal
speci:ee tshat depend¡ directry or indirectly, on.marine a1ga1'pr:oduc-ti.vity. sea 1ionÉ, fur se'a1sr rndrine iguanás, penguins, coino.ánts¡r andall other sea birds, as weLl as co.rals, sea urchins and many other .marine animals died in large numbers or migrated in search bf food,."'
Sea birds--particular:1y swallow-tailed gul1s, boobies and albatrosses--
disappeared completely from the archipelago. They migrated to other

                      

Dear Frien"di of the Galapagos:

_ -since my last letter to you r have spent nearly tr¡o months inEcuador, mainly on the Galapagos rslands. For two weeks at the Darwinstation, r vras par:t of a tea¡n reviewing cur¡:ent work and planning pro-
grams for 1984-85. Let me again transmÍt to you some imiortant,-r,"r"
from Galapagos as werl as some of-my personal impressioni.

Both the National park selrvice' and the Darwin statíon have newdirectors. Miguel cifuentes, park superintendent until lggg, has re-turned after taking additional training and get.ting a Masters. degr:ee inCosta Rica. Gunther Reck, the new Darwin státion -Directorr,a.lsolknows
Galapagos well, having worked foq several years in a numbei of r¡arineprojects in the islands. He made an imporlant st,udy of the bacáiao andlobster fishery industry which was the basis for hil ph.p. FriedemannKoster, who reti red as Di recto r January 19q4., re84ins gl.ose .to, ,tha.i
station, working with a film''crew produciñg an up-to-dafe TV series onthe Galapagos environ¡nent. we are proud,to have-t,hese exceLrent people
working for conservat,ion in Ehese Enchanted Is1es.

rn April r will take up the post of head oi ¿r," conservationDivision of the World wildlife Fund Int.ernational , one of the tradi-tional supporter:s of conservation in the Galapagos. As"iL would beinappr:opriate for me to represent both hJ!,IE aná if¡e Dart¿in Foundat,ion, Ihave asked the Darwin Foundation General Assembly to accept my resigna-tion. we have been very fortunate to find a successor, wÁo is wellknown to everyone r¿ho is .involved in Galapagos and r.atin Americanconservation¡ craig MacFarland. craig wás-a Darwin stat,ion directorand did much of the- basic research thal 1ea to the saving of the gianttortoises. For six years he has héáded' thé wildlands aná watershádProject at CATIE. Located in Costa Rica this international center i.sdevoted to promoting the wise use of natural resources in Mesoamerica.craig wiJ. 1 formally assume the cDF presidency at ou¡: next meeting in
Qui to .



sg?s | . and only b1g-an retu¡ining in reduced numbers in Ju1y,/August. Thesitution on-the f3:1ands themselves, howevqrr was qulte airfeient(though no.less driAmatic). Flants grew and proliferated luxurianEly
and ani¡na1s profited fron t,his unusual pr:oduction. Darwin finchesmultiplied and land iguanas could be seen sltting in gr:een pastures,
which must have.§eemed a paradise to them. what, i.ras a cataitrophe for
marine._ani¡nals prrovi.ded a veritable oland of milk and honey" Eoi mostof the land animals.

, Though we have not witnessed anything like this befor:e, such '81Niflon years nust have occurred ruany times, but at great int,ervals. The
deep erosion channels on dry islands, for example, -giv-e evidence of nE1
Ni.flo" events in past cent,uries. fhis means, of course, t,hat all
Present, Galapagos species have Lived through such years many t,i.rnes
beforé. A1 t,hough many indivi.duals nay suffer and dle, t,hose species
lhat are well adapted to such events will survive--unless Eheir popula-
t,ions have been reducéd to such 1ow numbers that t,hey cannot, survive
such a nat,uial nbottlenecktr situation. Consider rrrhat would have hap-'
pened if an "81 Niflon year had come in the 1940rs when fur seals rrere
severely reduced i.n numbers because of hunting by man: t,he Galapagos
fqr seal 9!ite pogsibly would have become extinct. Thanks to the
con§ervation efforts in Ehe islands, however, t,he fu¡: seal populations
iiáve recovered over Lhe last twenty years aná surrived last'yláili ef
Niño.

Por the Galapagos visit,or who only experiences Ehe lslands as
b.1!S predouinantly dry, t,be effects of iE1 Nlño' are overwheLning:
endless thunderstorns, huge fresh-wat,er lakes in the 1ow and flat-
areas, and.t,orrdrÍtsial rivers on Ehe fLanks of.the volcanoes. At tines
t.renendous waterfalls lasted for weeksl

The unusual "weather conditions-: nade conservat,lon work ¡¡ore dif f i-
cult, but the results are particularly important and interesting. For
example, on tloreana a colony of the endangered dark-runrped petrel was
successfully protected fron predatory black rats through carefully
pf aced poisoned bait. for Ehe f irst ti¡ne slnce E,heir. introduct,ion,
rats did not destroy the petrel eggs or yqung, but the strong rains
deEt,royed some burrows where the petrels breed. Work 1s cont,inuing
t ith the endangered petrels and other colonies will be lncluded in the
progran 1f funds pernit.

Another import,ant success can be recorded for land iguanas when
many young iguanas, bred under prot,ect,ed conditlons a¿ the Darwin
St,ation, erere trrepatriat,ed" to their islands of origin. A number of
the reintroduced individuals were'observed many months laBer and
apparently had adapted well to Eheir natur:al environment in spite of
t,he presence of feral cats.

We tdere able to carry out these and other conservation activities
on Galapagos t,hankE to your contribuEions, fo¡r whlch I would like to
thank you in the name of the.Charles Darwin Foundation. P1 ease con-
tinue to supPor.t t,his work by giving to Ehe Snithsonlan fnstitution or
the World !{11d1ife Fund or directlf to Ehe Charles Da¡:win Foundation or
the Charles Darwin Research Station. We cannot survive wtt,hout your
gene!.ous agsistance.

Since.rely yours,
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Pet,er Kramer
Pres ident
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