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PSYCHOTOMIMBTIC PLANTS OF ECUADOR

1. Pernettya parvifolia: Fruite (a kind of emall berry) and

leaves of this plant known by the vernacular name of "taglli"
produce hallucinogenic effecte in human being that eat the
fruite and cevere intoxicationcharacterized by a leng-lasting

narcoeie in animale,

Qur firet studies demonstrated that the chemical active prine-
ciplers were not alkaloidr-. Further etudies rsuggested that

the active r~ubstancees eeparated by thin layer chromatography have
a complex molecular structure. They belong to the andromerso=
toxine group of compounde being the mo=t abundant in this

plant eithepy grayanbtoxina or a derivative very c¢locely rela=-

ted to it
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2. Datura tatula: Thie plant kwown by the kichwa name of

"chamico™, which means "to drive mad" containes alkaloide in
the reeds and leaver., The main active subetance found is
l-hioescine or =copolamine, but aleo it containe emall quanti=-
tier~ of atropine and other tropane derivativee. Large doses .
of the natural product or of ites alkaloide produce intenre
peychic changees. In view of thie chemical findinge come of
the old traditione of pwychotomimetic and aphrodisiac effecte

appear juatified.

3. Datura esanguinea: Chemical analyeies of thies plant knowa

by the vernaculap name of "huantug" dJdemonetrated the'prenenca
of alkaloide in the reedr, leaver and flowere, being l-hioe=

cine or scopolamine the mo=t important.

4, Ithnological findimge: Some archeological piecer, ercpe=

cially ceramic objecte, that we found in the Northern Coar.

tal area of Ecuador, rcimilar to othere found in Central

= One of the native languages~. Thir language was ecpoken by

the incaes indiane.



America and the Curibean Islande reveal that hallucinogenic
auffe were uced by our primitive indiane, at leart 2,000

yeare ago. tnuffe were prepared from seedr of plante of

the genus Anadenanthera and from the bark of plaate of the

genun Virola.



